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963 Airport Road North Bay, ON P1B 8H1 
Phone: 705.472.8170 
Website: www.nearnorthschools.ca 

 
 
Erika Lougheed, Chair   Craig Myles, Director of Education 

 
 

 
The March 19, 2024 Committee of the Whole Public Session of the Near North 
District School Board was held in person at the Head Office and via a Zoom video 
and/or teleconference. 

 

 
 
1.0 Call to Order 

Chair Lougheed called the Committee of the Whole meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
Superintendent of Education Gay Smylie was identified as Director Designate for the 
meeting. 

 
1.1  Land acknowledgement 

Chair Lougheed read the declaration aloud. 
 

1.2 Attendance 
Attendance indicated that 11 trustees were present, including the two Student 
Trustees. 

 
1.3 Declaration of Conflict of Interest Nil    

  
2.0 In-Camera 

At approximately 5:35 pm, Chair Lougheed advised the Committee of the Whole 
would be moving into a private session. Members of the public were excused and 

Trustees Present: Administrative Staff Present: 
Erika Lougheed, Chair 
Ashley St. Pierre, Vice Chair ® 
Howard Wesley ® 
Bill Steer ® 
Chantal Phillips  
Jeanie Fuscaldo  
Julie Bertram ® 
Louise Sargent  
Shane Hall  
Albany Benson, Student Trustee 
Dora Chen, Student Trustee  

 

Gay Smylie, Superintendent (Director designate) 
Seija Van Haesendonck, Superintendent of Business 
Timothy Graves, Superintendent ® 
Deb Bartlett, Communications Officer  
Maureen Egan, Executive Assistant  
Glenn Morrison, Manager IT  

      
     Other: 

  Staff, media, and community partners  
 
Regrets: 
Craig Myles, Director of Education 
Melanie Gray, Superintendent of Education 
 

® attended remotely via Zoom video or audio conference 
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7.0 New Business 
 
7.1 Notices of Motion 

 
7.1.1 Motion: CW 24 03 05 B. Steer/S.Hall 
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where if we get to this point it should be a conversation with the Chair, Vice-chair and trustee. 
She would have suggested a discussion among trustees. 
 
Trustee Wesley  had several concerns with this letter. He believes when people have 
challenges we talk first. He was concerned that a legal team was consulted and that it was on 
letterhead. We are a team, we are in training and we want to move things ahead. This is not 
good communication. 
 
Trustee Fuscaldo advised the Chair that she read the situation wrong and if she had called it 
could have been clarified.  
 
Chair Lougheed asked what the will of the board was including proposal.  
 
Trustee Fuscaldo asked for a retraction and for the February 13 minutes to be amended to 
reflect that Trustee Wesley called for a vote.  
 
A motion to retract the letter was moved by Trustee Fuscaldo and seconded by Trustee 
Phillips to allow for discussion.  
 
Trustee Phillips asked the board to retract the letter because it doesn’t reflect a decision by 
the trustees.  
 
Chair Lougheed disagreed with the opinion that she was not authorized to send the letter and 
reminded trustees of the legal opinion sought prior to sending. 
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Trustee Fuscaldo noted an informal and formal complaint process. In the future its best we 
follow those procedures. She could not see how she may have undermined the staff since 
she did not laugh. 
 
Trustee Steer reminded trustees that we have to trust our chair,  vice-chair and legal the legal 
opinion He would like this discussed with Wayne Joudrie at the next workshop before 
rescinding the letter. 
 
Chair Lougheed completed discussion and was agreement with the will of the board and the 
issue will be brought forward to Wayne Joudrie at the next workshop.  
 
   

 
7.0 Motion to Adjourn 

 
Motion: CW 24-03-07 J. Bertram/ B. Steer 
That we do now adjourn at 7:06 pm. – CARRIED.  


